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Places of  
Remembrance 

This exercise is in part 
inspired by the book Places of  
Remembrance by Renata Stih 
and Frieder Schnock. The 
book is a companion to a 
monument with he same 
name in Berlin’s Bavarian 
Quarter neighborhood. 

Bavarian Quarter 
Memorial 

The Places of  Remembrance 
memorial consists of  80 signs 
and a central marker (above 
right). Each sign displays a 
Nazi anti-Jewish law on one 
side and a representative 
image on the other. 

Hatred and Exclusion 
Enshrined in Law 

Nazi German Anti-Jewish Laws 
These pages contain a short list of  anti-
Jewish laws enacted by Nazi Germany after 
January 30, 1933. This is just a fraction of  
the over 18,000 laws regulating Jewish life 
in the Third Reich.  
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After reading One Family in Berlin, read this list and 
think about the following questions: 

1. How would each law impact the Katz family? 

2. How does each law restrict the family’s movements or options? 

3. How would each law make the family more or less visible to other 
Germans? 

While reading the laws you should also consider: 

• Would this law remove Jews from a certain place? 

• Would the law force Jews into a certain location? 

• Would the laws combine to remove Jews from public view? 

• How might the laws change the outward appearance of   
the family? 
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The Laws 
• Post office officials married to Jews must retire. – June 8, 1937 

• Jews must declare their incomes and property “to ensure that these assets 
are used in the best interest of  the German economy.”  
 – April 26, 1938 

• Jewish doctors may no longer practice. – July 25, 1938 

• All Jews must adopt the names of  “Israel” for men and “Sara” for 
women as additional first names. – August 17, 1938 

• Passports belonging to Jews must be marked with the letter “J.” – 
October 5, 1938 

• Jews may not own or run retail shops or mail order businesses. – 
November 12, 1938 

• Jews may no longer work as independent craftsmen. –  
November 12, 1938 

• Jewish managers may be fired without notice or compensation. – 
November 12, 1938 

• Attendance at cinemas, theaters, opera houses, and concert halls is 
forbidden for Jews. – November 12, 1938 

• Jewish children are expelled from public schools. – November 15, 1938 

• Aryan and non-Aryan children are not allowed to play together. – 1938 

• Jewish publishing houses and bookstores are to be dissolved at the  
end of  the year. – December 1938 
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• Baths and swimming pools in Berlin are closed to Jews. –  
December 3, 1938  

• Certain parts of  Berlin are closed to Jews. – December 3, 1938 

• Drivers licenses and automobile registrations belonging to Jews are 
void and must be returned. – December 3, 1938 

• Jews may sit only on yellow marked park benches. – 1939 

• Employment ban for Jewish dentists, dental technicians, pharmacists, 
homeopathic doctors, and nurses. – January 17, 1939 

• Jewelry, items made of  gold, silver, or platinum, and pearls belonging 
to Jews are to be turned [over] to the state. – February 21, 1939  

• Rental agreements with Jews can be terminated without reason and 
without keeping within set legal deadlines. – April 30, 1939  

• Jews can be sent to so-called “Jew Houses.” – April 30, 1939 

War Begins – September 1, 1939 
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• Jews are not permitted to leave their apartments after 8 p.m. (9 p.m. 
during the summer). – September 1, 1939 

• Radios are confiscated from Jews. – September 23, 1939 

• Jews no longer receive ration cards for clothing. – December 1939 

• Jews in Berlin are only allowed to buy food between four and five 
o’clock in the afternoon. – July 4, 1940 

• Telephone lines to Jewish households will be cut off. – July 29, 1940  

• Jews may no longer purchase soap and shaving cream. – June 26, 1941 

• All Jews over the age of  six must wear a yellow star with the word 
“Jew” on it. – September 1, 1941 

• Jews require a police permit to leave their place of  residence. – 
September 18, 1941 

First mass deportations of  Berlin Jews – October 18, 1941 
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• The emigration of  Jews is forbidden. – October 23, 1941 

• In bakeries and cafes, signs must be posted stating that Jews and Poles 
may not purchase cakes. – February 14, 1942 

• Jews are no longer allowed to own household pets. – February 15, 1942 

• Jews are forbidden from buying newspapers and magazines. –  
February 17, 1942  

• Apartments inhabited by Jewish families must display the Jew star. – 
March 26, 1942  

• Cigarettes and cigars are no longer sold to Jews. – June 11, 1942 

• Poles and Jews may not be witnesses in court cases against Germans. – 
August 7, 1942 

The Assignment: 
The One Family in Berlin exercise gives you two options: 

1. Read the laws and the One Family Description and then write a short paper describing the family’s 
situation after the laws are all enacted. You may find it best to describe the changes law-by-law at 
times and more generally by date at others.  This is up to you.  The goal is to show your 
understanding of  how these laws affected the lives of  the Katz family over time. 

2. The second option allows you to take a more creative path with your written response.  Read the 
laws and the One Family Description and then write a paper that creatively describes life for the 
family as and after the laws are enacted.  Think of  this as the creative writing path to the same goal.  
Your write up in this option should still show your understanding of  how these laws (one-by-one 
and in total) weighed on the lives and options of  the Katz family.


