Sending for Help: An Introduction

The Family
Berlin: America:
Chaim Landsmann: Tailor. Originally from Minnie Baum: Malie’s main contact with her
Poland but was a German citizen at the start of American cousins and the primary coordinator of
the correspondence. Married Malie in 1921. efforts to get the Landsmanns out of Europe. She
Malie Landsmann (neé Lustgarden): Cousin to lived in Camden, South Carolina.
Minnie, Rose, and Fanny. Like her husband, Malie Rose Tewel: Minnie’s sister, helped Minnie
was born in Poland but had been living in coordinate the funding and logistics of work to
Germany. Married Chaim in 1921. get the Landsmanns to America.
Ida Landsmann: Daughter of Chaim and Malie. Fanny Adlestein: Cousin of Minnie and Rose.
Born in 1926. Lives in Harrisburg, PA.
Peppi Landsmann: Daughter of Chaim and
Malie. Born in 1937.

Background

Chaim and Malie Landsmann lived in Berlin with their two daughters, Peppi and Ida. Chaim and
Malie were both born in Poland, but lived in Germany from at least 1921. Chaim supported the family as a
tailor. As the situation for Jews grew increasingly more dangerous, Malie reached out to her cousin Minnie
Baum of Camden, South Carolina in 1938. The two had never met before.

By the time Malie first contacted her American cousin Minnie, the Nazis had been in power for five

years. During this time, they enacted many sweeping anti-Jewish

laws. In 1933, the year the Nazis seized power, Jews were barred 5 COLLEGE 0

from civil service. In the same year, the Nazi Denaturalization ]ﬁ"" CHAR]_JES N

Law stripped foreign born Jews of their German citizenship. In — ZUCKER/GOLDBERG CENTER
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Ynited States nf America
State of __South Carolina
Cityof . Camden }u:
County of Kershaw

I Minnie Te Baum,
age__‘é__bdng duly sworn, deposes and says:

I reside at__Camden, South Carolina

Julam.a Native American XobhoteioxhoCl
(indicate which) . s
my. \f lization Certifi No. issued on. .
hy Court at
I am married  nd dependent on me for support an_lﬂ!—____

(marriod or single)
‘Lam & trained nurse = Camd x.u--hm Qoun uth 5 |
(Stats fully business or oorupation, losation, earnings) Tos
Earnings « Average $30,00 per week, o el

assets of 13 _ghares Caorolina Cooa Cola
In addition, I have @ ? [State investments, savings, life insurance, real property, etc.
Yy 8took = 3 shares The Wateree Building & loan Assoociation,
__Btook - 20 shares Hamilton Watch stock - 5 sharas The ¥irst Nationa
Bank of Camden stook « $500,00 Metropolitun Life Insurance. '
1 am the first couain of __Malie Landemann - born October
(state relationship) (give names and ages of persons abroad)
28, 1899, Huoband - Chaim XLandomann - born November 11, 18885,
Daughter - Ida Landsmsnn, born November 4, 1926, Daughter - Peppi
24 Jess)
born Ootober 3, 1937.
Berlin C 2, Hirtenstr, 17

pow residing at

who desire to come to the United States to join me and others of the family, and whom I am

most anxious to bring over.
ldnhcrebypmmueandgumnmr.haclwﬂlmmmmdnkcareofmy"o 8in and

who is applying for an immigration visa, and will at no time‘allow’_{ _—wm

ublic charges to any communi ,tmg.upaluy 1. do;fothedspromise. and Hgree. that.those
ey relaties covered by this-afidavit “school age will attend public school, and will

no:bepermm:dmworkunulzhcyareofngc

I make this affidavit for the purpose of mduung the United States Consular authoritics to
grant the visa to my said h submit coroborative proof as to my personal
standing.

An immigration affidavit filled out by Minnie
Baum on behalf of her cousins the Landsmanns

1935—three years before Malie’s first letter—the
Nazis enacted the Nuremberg Race Laws, formally
defining the legal categories of Aryan and Jew and
dictating that no Jew could be a German citizen.
After Malie wrote to her for the first time, Minnie
began her attempt to get her cousins to America. It
would not be an easy task. Hardships imposed on
Jews in Germany were only compounded by
American restrictions on entry to this country.

In 1924, the Johnson Reed Act established a
quota system which limited the number of yeartly
immigrants from each foreign state. Under the new
policy preferred Northern and Western European
nations received larger quotas while Eastern and
Southern Europe were largely cut off. Like other
types of systemic discrimination, this policy
negatively impacted minority groups such as Jews. By
1939, there were over 300,000 people waiting for
their quotas be called. The Landsmanns would face
an uphill battle trying to emigrate in face of these

policies.

Instructions

@ In this unit, we will read several letters sent between Minnie and Malie. Our goal will be to learn about
one family’s story and how that saga sheds light on the rise of Nazism, the early experiences of
German and Polish Jews during the Holocaust, and what American Jews did for family, friends, and

coreligionists from 1933-1945.

® You will read these letters in groups and work together to respond to certain questions posed at the
end of each letter. You will also be encouraged to think of your own questions and reflect on the
content of what you read with the rest of the class.
® Depending on how your class is structured, you may be asked to research and write about some aspect
of the letters you read. With this in mind, you should take careful notes on the content, tone, and
issues explored in each letter. If you don’t understand something in the letters or the Key Terms, ask
or find reputable sources to address your questions.
@ You may want to consult: The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum website and online
encyclopedia, Yad Vashem’s online resources, texts provided in the class, and lecture notes.
You should avoid plainly web searching issues related to the course with the exception of

organization titles and individual names.
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